Introduction

The purpose of this project was to see how long it
would take to make a wampum belt. Our group’s
hypothesis was that it would take 3 hours to make a
belt that measured 17 inches long and 4 inches wide.

The term wampum (Otgd’a)is a shortened name for
wampumpeag. Wampumpeag beads are dated before
AD 1510 and found in North America. Wampumpeag
beads were mainly made out of shells called quahog
and they used purple and white quahog beads to make
wampum belts. The purple beads symbolize serious
and political matters while the white beads symbolize
peace. After they made these belts the Indigenous
people used them for storytelling, important
ceremonies, treaties, and sometimes as gifts to the
other Nations. Wampum belts are very important to
the Nations because the wampum belts tell their
history because there is no written history.
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Methods and Materials

Materials:
-Crafting beads
-Yarn

-Cardboard
-Needles

Methods: Our group made a wampum belt using crafting
beads, yarn, cardboard, and a needle. Of course, in the
beginning our group was completely clueless on how to
make one so we searched the internet and found a YouTube
video to show us how to create the wampum belt and we
used our own pattern.

Claire Making a Wampum Belt
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H@wft’é'use a QR code:
1. Go to your camera roll
2. Hold your camera to the QR code
3. DON'T take a photo
4. A link will pop up from Safari
5. Click it and watch the video
6. Enjoy bestie!l
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The result of how long it took to create the wampum
belt was 2 hours and 46 minutes for % of the belt that
measured 12.75 inches out of 17 inches. If we were to
finish the rest of the belt it would have taken 3 hours and
41 minutes.
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Although our hypothesis was incorrect, if we were to
make another the wampum belt we could have had a
faster time because we started off not really knowing
how to do it.
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